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1 

Description/Explanation 

Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
First: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In addition: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Also: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Concluding sentence: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  



 

© 2020 www.keystoliteracy.com 
 

2 

Sequence 

Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
First: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Next: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Finally: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Concluding sentence: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3 

Cause and Effect 

Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
(cause): ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
That is why: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Another effect is: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Concluding sentence: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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4 

Compare and Contrast 

Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Compare 
 
One way they are the same: ________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
They both: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Contrast 
One way they are different: ________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Unlike: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Concluding sentence: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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5 

Problem and Solution 

Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The problem is: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A solution is: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Another solution is: _________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Concluding sentence: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 


