
Phonological Awareness Teaching Sequence 
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Difficult 

Age WORD  
AWARENESS 

SYLLABLE  
AWARENESS 

ALLITERATION 
RHYMING, 

ONSET/RIME 

PHONEMIC  
AWARENESS 

3-4+  

• separating 
words in a 
spoken 
sentence 

• counting words 
in a spoken 
sentence 

 

• compound 
words: 
blending, 
segmenting 

• syllables: 
counting, 
segmenting, 
blending 

 

• sensitivity to 
rhyming 

• alliteration: 
identifying, 
matching, 
generating 
alliterative 
words 

 

 

 

5+   

• syllables: 
deletion, 
manipulation 

 

• onset & rime: 
identifying, 
generating 1-
syllable rhyming 
words 

 

 

• phoneme 
Identification: 
initial, final, 
medial 

• phoneme 
segmenting, 
counting, 
blending 

 

6+     

• phoneme 
manipulation: 
deleting, 
adding, 
substituting 

 


